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What is the purpose of HPV reflex testing?

The purpose of HPV reflex testing is to detect the
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) in a Pap test sample and
to help decide what follow up is needed for people in
specific age groups with a low-grade Pap test result
(ASC-US or LSIL).

Who is eligible for an HPV reflex test?

The lab will automatically perform HPV reflex testing on
people = 30 years whose Pap test resultis ASC-US and
for people = 50 years whose Pap testresultis LSIL.
(See excerpt from Cenvical Cancer Screening Clinical
Practice Guideline below.)

What if my patient’s HPV reflexis positive?
Referral to a colposcopist is recommended for people
with a Pap result of ASC-US who are 230 years of age
or LSIL who are =50 years of age and a positive HPV
reflex result. These patients are classified as high risk
and require follow-up care to determine if treatment is
required. See the Follow-up for Abnormal Pap Test

Algorithm.

What if my patient’'s HPV reflexresult is
negative?

Routine screening in accordance with the guideline is
recommended for people with a Pap result of ASC-US
who are = 30 years of age or LSIL who are =50 years of
age and a negative HPV reflex result. The risk of
cenvical cancer in the next three years for this population
is approximately the same people who have a normal
Pap test result.

What if my patienthas had the HPV vaccine?
The HPV vaccine does not protect against all HPV
strains that cause cenvcal cancer. Even if your patient
has had the HPV vaccine they should continue to screen
in accordance with the guideline recommendations.

Health-Care Provider Resources
HPV Reflex Testing

Will the patient’s Pap and HPV result be
communicatedto them?

The Screening Program for Cenical Cancer (SPCC) is
coordinated by the Saskatchewan Cancer Agency in
partnership with health-care providers. The SPCC
communicates screening test results, including HPV
reflex test results to people across Saskatchewan.
Results will also be available to patients on
MySaskHealthRecord as a combined report with Pap
and HPV results. To learn more about the SPCC and
how the program works please call 1-800-667-0017 or
\isit http://saskcancer.ca/health-professionals-
article/cancer-screening-guidelines-and-
resources/cenical-cancer-screening.

Should Irecommend HPV vaccination?

Yes. The National Advisory Committee on Immunization
recommends HPV vaccination for all people between
ages nine and 26, and it is approved for women up to
the age of 45. Saskatchewan’s school-based
immunization program vaccinates children in grade 6
with Gardasil®9. In the 2017-18 school-based program,
69.1% of girls were immunized. Saskatchewan has a
HPV vaccination catch-up program and a program for
immunocompromised persons. Research has shown
that the vaccination of young women in catch-up
programs is effective for improving herd immunity and
reducing risk of invasive cenical cancer. HPV
vaccination should be offered to people who do not
qualify for publically funded programs. Many insurance
plans will cover HPV vaccination or the individual may
choose to pay out of pocket.

More on HPV vaccination at:
www. saskatchewan.ca/residents/h
ea lth/accessing-health-care-
senices/immunization-senices

Excerptfrom Cervical Cancer Screening Clinical Practice Guideline?
Atypical squamous cells | Patients 2 30 years (The lab will automatically perform HPV reflex testing)
of undetermined e HPV Negative — return to routine screening as if cytology were negative
significance (ASC-US) e HPV Positive — refer to colposcopy

e HPV No Result — submit vaginal swab for repeat HPV testing
Low-grade squamous Patients 2 50 years (The lab will automatically perform HPV reflex testing)
intraepithelial lesion e HPV Negative — return to routine screening as if cytology were negative
(LSIL) e HPV Positive — refer to colposcopy

¢ HPV No Result — submitvaqinal swab for repeat HPV testing

* Full guidelines available at pup//sa a
The Follow-Up for Abnormal Pap Test Algorlthmls avallable at hup //ww w-Up for_ Abnormal Pap  Test  Algoithm.pd
These materials have been adapted from Reflex HPV Testing Information for Phy5|C|ans copyrlght 2016 Alberta Health Servlces (“AHS”) with the permission of AHS. AHS is not responsible for any

inaccuracies in content differing from the content of the original English edition.
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